Monika Klimowicz

REPORT ON THE I NATIONWIDE CONGRESS FOR EUROPEAN STUDIES, POLAND IN THE PROCESS OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION -A DECADE OF EXPERIENCE, WARSAW, POLAND 18
TH -20 TH SEPTEMBER 2014 DOI: 10.1515 DOI: 10. /ppsr-2015 European Studies have been developed in Polish academic research and teaching for at least two decades. . During the three-day congress, three plenary sessions and 91 public panels took place. During the panels a wide range of topics was disscused, from human rights, economic and monetary integration, education and social affairs, European identity, energy, regional policy to external relations, and the EU's position in the world. Many of the topics were connected with the Polish experience of membership in the EU.
Three scientific lectures by Prof. Piotr Mazurkiewicz, former Secretary General of the Bishops' Conferences of the European Community Commission, Prof. Henryk Samsonowicz (University of Warsaw), and Prof. Jan Zielonka (University of Oxford) were also presented. Rafał Trzaskowski (Minister of Administration and Digitization of the Republic of Poland) presented a speech on the impact of EU membership on changes in the Polish government.
The participants of the Congress could also take part in two round tables. The first round table was devoted to evaluation of Polish membership in the EU. The round table moderated by Anna Sroka (professor at the University of Warsaw) was attended by members of Parliament of the Republic of Polish and members of the European Parliament. During the second round table, moderated by Ewa Stasiak-Jazukiewicz (professor at the University of Warsaw), a debate with the participation of famous Polish journalists took place. Both debates concerned Polish experience of the membership of the EU, seen from different perspectives.
The Open Meeting of Polish Association for European Studies also took place at the Congress. The Polish Association of European Studies was founded in 2012 on the initiative of scientists conducting research in the field of the EU and European integration. It focuses on, among others, political scientists, lawyers, sociologists, economists, cultural studies, media experts, and historians. The aim of the Association is to promote the development of research in European studies, integrating scientific community conducting research in the EU, the dissemination of knowledge about Europe in particular, the EU and European integration, as well as attention to the quality of education for European Studies conducted by research centres in Poland.
The First Nationwide Congress for European Studies was particularly important because it was the first such scientific event organised in Poland devoted to European studies. Its importance also stems from the fact that it took on the nature of the first memorandum event. The Congress became a scientific event gathering scientists, experts, and politicians from Poland and abroad. It also became an opportunity to summarise a given stage of development of European studies, as well as the integration of the scientific community dealing with European issues. The idea of the Congress or European Studies is to be a transitive event, organised each time by one of the universities in Poland.
